CHAPTER IV

MEXICO,   MOBILE  AND   POET  HUDSON
18C2-18G3

As Captain Powell's instructions were to ascertain the pur-
poses of such an overwhelming fleet so near our coasts, frequent
visits were made by him to the several chiefs in command, At
some of these consultations the writer was present, and he recalls
distinctly the appearance and bearing of Lorenzes, Graviere,
Dunlop, and particularly that of Marshal Prim. Commodore
Dunlop and Marshal Prim were frank in assurances of the pur-
poses of their Governments. The latter was explicit in stating
that his Government had no intention to ocexipy the territory
of Mexico with any ulterior purpose. He declared, with em-
phasis, that if his Government had had other purposes it would
not have selected him, who was known to be hostile to such occu-
pation from every point of view. These assurances were faith-
fully and honorably kept, for as soon as the English and Spanish
commanders received official assurances that all claims due from
Mexico to the subjects of their respective countries would be
paid, the forces of these two countries were withdrawn from
Mexico.

Commander Dunlop expressed pleasure that the Potomac had
come to Vera Cruz. He admitted, however, that he had con-
fidently expected, in ten days after his arrival at Vera Cruz, to
have had his squadron in operation against ours; but he frankly
stated that his Government had no other intention than to en-
force the collection of honorable debts in Mexico, and when that
had been accomplished the English would withdraw, as they
did soon after this assurance was given.
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